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to reduce it to the usual European or American terminology of
statecraft with its continual references to " representative govern-
ment" and "democracy" and "the sacred rights of the
minority." These terms mean nothing to a youngster brought up
in a Bolshevist school He has never even heard of them, except
as an example of the folly of his ancestors.
In the first place, the Bolshevist conception of government is not
based upon that rule of government of all the people by all the
people for the benefit of all the people, which we teach our chil-
dren as the most desirable ideal of statesmanship, whether we
quite believe in it or not. Bolshevism recognizes only one class of
society, that of the proletarians, the wage-earners, the workers,
preferably those who work with their hands. And in order that
this class may attain some of the good things of this world of
which it has so far been deprived, it has declared a ruthless war
upon all those who in any way could remind the people of this
year of grace of the old * bourgeois' or middle-class form of gov-
ernment which was based upon private profit and private gab.
So far so good. Violent upheavals are nothing new in this world.
Charles of England and Louis of France lost their heads a long
time before Lenin was born. But when they died, a man, rather
than a system, came to an end. When Nicholas II was murdered,
it was not only a man but also the entire system this man had
embodied and represented which was scrapped and which was
forcibly removed from the Russian consciousness. The old account
was closed and two little red lines were drawn at the bottom of
the page. Then a fresh, new page was started and at the top of it
appeared the name, " The Communist Party of Russia, Ltd."
Now Communism as an economic system is nothing new. The
old monastic orders were really communistic institutions and they
in turn were based upon the communism of the early Christian
Church, which recognized neither rich nor poor and did not
believe in private property. The Pilgrims, when they came to
America, intended to form a communistic community. But all
these efforts to bring about a more equitable division of this
world's goods had been conducted on a relatively small basis.
They had never touched the lives of the people at large. And that